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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
If you really want to get on a journalist’s nerves, bring up “Fake News.”
It happens a lot when I mention that 
I work for a student newspaper. Perfect 
strangers seem happy to pass comment 
on what I do with some cozy accusations 
regarding journalistic integrity—which 
is honestly a generous description of the 
typical reaction. Usually I just get some 
variation on “Oh, are you… fake news?”
When I challenge people on this—
because I do—and the idea that all news 
outlets are liars in the pocket of some 
big corporation or another (which is also 
something I hear a lot), I’m told that there’s 
“just no telling” which publications are 
legitimate, and which are propagating 
misinformation. That’s a frustration I can 
understand. In the age of the internet, 
everyone gets a platform to share their 
side of things. A blessing and a curse, 
especially if you don’t have the tools for 
differentiating fact from opinion.
This is by no means a complete guide, 
but here are some questions you can ask 
yourself next time you read through an 
article to help judge its legitimacy for 
yourself:
What is the source? It’s incredibly 
important these days to look at a piece 
in the context of who created it. Is the 
journalist credible? Is the publication 
credible? These are questions you can 
answer with a quick Google search. 
Wikipedia will often list whether or not a 
publication has been accused of lax fact-
checking or gross bias. If a publication is 
very small and seems to be the only one 
reporting on a story with few outside 
sources, it’s at least worth taking with a 
grain of salt—especially if the publication 
has a clear political bias. 
Who else is repeating the story? 
In breaking news coverage, you can 
sometimes wind up with a situation where 
many publications are reporting on the 
same story but all referencing the same 
single source. Ideally for a story or fact to be 
considered credible you want at least two 
sources listed. Big centre-line broadcasting 
and 24/7 news services are good to check 
against if you’re only seeing a news piece in 
one place—and no, not every broadcasting 
corporation is in the pocket of the deep 
state (and if an article you’re reading 
mentions a “deep state,” that should 
honestly send up some red flags).
Is there a bias or agenda behind 
reporting a specific story? Ask yourself 
if what is being reported is actually 
newsworthy, or if it’s trying to feed into a 
larger narrative. The Washington Examiner, 
a hardline conservative publication, ran a 
story about a single anonymous rancher 
claiming he found “prayer rugs” on his 
property close to the southern US border, 
alleging that large groups of Muslim 
migrants had been coming through. 
What might an article like that be trying 
to suggest? What biases might it be 
attempting to confirm in its readers? If you 
really strip it down, a single man making an 
erroneous unsubstantiated claim like that 
shouldn’t be news in and of itself. 
This kind of “reporting” can be seen 
in many places; while I’m loath to make 
a typical “all sides” argument, this is not 
a hardline conservative problem, but 
a reporting standards issue. Instead of 
writing off all publications as “fake news,” 
a few seconds of research and critical 
thinking can often point you towards a true 
or false conclusion—or at least give you 
some idea of what you’re dealing with.
Until next issue,
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• Jagmeet Singh wins Burnaby South
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On February 25, Jagmeet Singh won the Burnaby South byelection with 
39 percent of the vote. He came out 
ahead of Liberal candidate Richard T. 
Lee (26 percent), Conservative candidate 
Jay Shin (22.5 percent), People's Party 
candidate Laura-Lynn Thompson (10.6 
percent), and Independents Terry 
Grimwood (1.1 percent) and Valentine 
Wu (.7 percent).
Lee was not the original candidate 
for the Liberal Party in this riding. 
Karen Wang resigned in January after 
a message was posted in her name on 
WeChat that referred to her opponent 
as “the NDP candidate Singh of Indian 
descent” and herself as “the only 
Chinese candidate.” She explained 
this message by saying that she was 
celebrating the diversity of Burnaby 
South, but the Liberal Party would not 
allow her back into the race.
This byelection was an important 
one to win for Singh, who is the head 
of the federal NDP but did not yet 
have a seat in the House of Commons. 
Kennedy Stewart left his Burnaby South 
seat in order to campaign for mayor of 
Vancouver, which allowed Singh the 
opportunity. 
Singh relocated to Burnaby from 
his home province of Ontario for this 
campaign. Typically, a federal party 
candidate who does not yet have a 
seat in the House of Commons will be 
offered a safe seat, but Singh wanted to 
win one properly and have a seat in an 
area to which he felt a connection.
Singh, previously a criminal defence 
lawyer, has been in politics since 2011, 
when he successfully won a Provincial 
Parliament seat in the Ontario riding 
of Bramalea-Gore-Malton. He held this 
seat until 2017, when he stepped down 
to become the leader of the federal NDP. 
He's running on a platform that includes 
introducing a $15 minimum wage, 
decriminalizing petty drug possession, 
and creating affordable housing.
In his speech to his supporters 
following his victory, Singh told the 
crowd: “When I was growing up, I could 
have never imagined someone like me 
ever running to be prime minster. But 
guess what, we just told a lot of kids out 
there that, yes you can.”
NDP's Jagmeet Singh wins Burnaby South
 › House of Commons seat crucial for head of the federal NDP
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
On February 27 former justice minister Jody Wilson-Raybould testified before 
the House of Commons justice committee 
that she “experienced a consistent and 
sustained effort by many people within the 
government to seek to politically interfere 
in the exercise of prosecutorial discretion 
in my role as the attorney general of 
Canada, in an inappropriate effort to secure 
a deferred prosecution agreement with 
SNC-Lavalin.”
The SNC-Lavalin scandal has been 
a staple of national news for the past few 
weeks. It’s a complex issue with several 
key points of context that are often left 
unaddressed in the flash headlines, and yet 
are crucial for understanding the issues at 
play.
What is SNC-Lavalin?
SNC-Lavalin is a Montreal-based 
engineering and construction firm with a 
significant global presence. The company 
is very financially important to Quebec 
and due to its political ties in the province, 
the infrastructure it’s contributed to the 
province, and its global reach, it has been 
referred to as one of the “jewels of Quebec’s 
business community.” 
SNC-Lavalin allegedly bribed Libyan 
officials between 2001 and 2011 to court 
government business. In 2015 the RCMP 
charged the company with corruption 
and fraud, charges which the company 
denied. If convicted, the company would 
potentially no longer be able to bid on 
Canadian government business. This would 
greatly impact the company and could 
leave it vulnerable to corporate takeover, 
which would anger many powerful players 
in Quebec with vested interests in the 
company. 
In 2018, the Liberal government 
tabled a bill that would allow corporations 
to avoid criminal proceedings through 
“remediation agreements.” These 
agreements would allow corporations to 
instead make reparations for their actions. 
SNC-Lavalin lobbied to be allowed to make 
such an agreement, but in early September 
of 2018 the Public Prosecution Service 
told SNC-Lavalin that it would not be 
negotiating a remediation agreement with 
the company.
What is Jody Wilson-Raybould’s role?
Jody Wilson-Raybould was the 51st 
Minister of Justice and Attorney 
General of Canada for the Liberal 
Party. Wilson-Raybould is, according 
to Wikipedia, “a descendant of the 
Musgamagw Tsawataineuk and Laich-
Kwil-Tach peoples, which are part of 
the Kwakwaka’wakw, also known as the 
Kwak’wala-speaking peoples.” She is the 
first Indigenous person to have held the 
office of Attorney General of Canada. She 
was shuffled from Justice to Veteran Affairs 
on January 14, which was seen by many as a 
demotion. Wilson-Raybould resigned from 
the Trudeau cabinet on February 12 but 
remained a part of the Liberal Party. 
On February 8, the Globe and Mail 
reported that the Prime Minister’s Office 
had allegedly attempted to pressure 
Wilson-Raybould to interfere in the 
SNC-Lavalin case. According to the Globe 
and Mail, “As attorney general, Wilson-
Raybould could overrule the prosecution 
service, directing it to negotiate an 
agreement with [SNC-Lavalin].” Prime 
Minister Justin Trudeau, though admitting 
that he discussed the SNC-Lavalin case 
with Wilson-Raybould, said that he told 
Wilson-Raybould that the situation was 
entirely her decision. Wilson-Raybould, 
however, has testified that she was 
pressured by the government to exert her 
power as Attorney General and Justice 
Minister to force a remediation agreement.
Why would the government protect 
SNC-Lavalin, and what does this mean 
for the federal election?
According to Wilson-Raybould’s testimony, 
the prime minister was concerned that 
if SNC-Lavalin was prosecuted, “there 
would be many jobs lost and that SNC 
would move from Montreal.” Quebec is an 
important province for federal elections. 
Though it isn’t exactly necessary to win 
Quebec to win the country, there’s a 
good many seats in that province that 
could decide how the country swings 
in autumn—especially given how the 
province has slid to the right since 
Trudeau’s 2015 victory. Prosecuting SNC-
Lavalin would certainly be an unpopular 
move in Quebec.
However, Trudeau’s cabinet—and the 
Liberal Party with it—has suffered in the 
eyes of public opinion since the scandal 
came to light in early February. According 
to the CBC News Poll Tracker, “In the 
wake of the SNC-Lavalin controversy, [the 
tracker] has the Liberals down more than 
a point and a half and the Conservatives 
up by the same margin, putting the two 
parties in a virtual dead heat in terms of 
the popular vote.” 
NDP Leader Jagmeet Singh called for 
an independent investigation into the affair 
on February 18, and Conservative Party 
Leader Andrew Scheer went a step further 
and called on Justin Trudeau to resign after 
Wilson-Raybould’s testimony. 
With an already tumultuous federal 
election on the horizon, the SNC-Lavalin 
controversy is surely the last thing the 
federal Liberals need. One way or another, 
the scandal is sure to affect election results 
this fall. 
‘A consistent and sustained effort’
 › A brief recap of the SNC-Lavalin—Jody Wilson-Raybould controversy
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news // no. 4 theotherpress.ca
Naomi Ambrose
Staff Writer 
During the week of February 24 to March 2, the yearly Freedom 
to Read Week event was held 
throughout Canada. 
This annual event “encourages 
Canadians to think about and 
reaffirm their commitment to 
intellectual freedom,” according to 
the Freedom to Read website. 
The website also stated that 
Freedom to Read Week is connected 
to the Book and Periodical 
Council (BPC). The council 
oversees Canadian associations 
that are involved, either directly 
or through their members, with 
writing, publishing, promoting, 
circulating, reading, and every other 
aspect related to producing and 
consuming written works. 
This year’s event marks 35 years 
since the launch of Freedom to 
Read Week.
The Freedom to Read website 
also suggested a variety of ways 
that Canadians could get involved. 
The website encouraged members 
of the community to participate 
in the event through activities like 
starting a banned-book club and 
sharing their experiences with 
banned books in their school 
or community libraries. Other 
suggestions included encouraging 
participants to create quizzes and 
trivia questions based on challenged 
books and instances in history when 
the freedom to consume literature 
has been limited
Douglas College Library 
participated in the event. According 
a news release on the library’s 
website, the library display shelves 
featured banned books as well as 
books that have challenged the 
status quo. 
Some of the featured books 
included Harper Lee’s To Kill a 
Mockingbird, William Golding’s 
Lord of the Flies, Suzanne Collins’ 
The Hunger Games, and Rebecca 
Skloot’s The Immortal Life of 
Henrietta Lacks . People who 
borrowed the controversial books 
were encouraged to have their 
photos snapped. The photos were 
then posted on the library’s Twitter 
page. 
While sharing her thoughts 
about Freedom to Read Week, 
Alexandra Dobre, Douglas College’s 
Outreach and Engagement 
Librarian, explained the importance 
of the library’s participation in the 
event. 
“In this day and age, 
particularly with challenges to 
correct information and freedom of 
the press, it is critical that Douglas 
College students advocate for 
their freedom to read whatever 
they choose, and not be dictated 
by government or institutional 
or educational policies as to what 
they can,” said Dobre in an email 
interview with the Other Press. 
Dobre also stated, “Books 
in Canada get challenged and 
banned regularly and libraries 
and schools get asked to remove 
such books from their collections 
[…] Freedom to read is linked to 
academic freedom which is one 
of the purposes of a well-rounded 
education and great citizenship.” 
When asked whether events 
like Freedom to Read are enough to 
encourage people to exercise their 
right to read banned books, Dobre 
said, “I think events like Freedom 
to Read week certainly bring 
awareness and remind students of 
their right to intellectual freedom.”
Douglas College Library celebrates 
Freedom to Read Week
 › Week-long event reifies the importance of intellectual rights
Ph
o
to
 b
y 
B
ill
y 
B
u
i
Ph
o
to
s 
vi
a 
D
o
u
g
la
s_
Li
b
ra
ry
 
o
n
 T
w
it
te
r
Tania Arora
Staff Reporter
International Women’s Day has its roots in the 1908 garment 
workers’ strike in New York, 
prompting the Socialist Party 
of America to begin celebrating 
February 28 as National Women’s 
Day the following year. In 1975, 
in the wake of then-ongoing 
International Women’s Year, the 
United Nations (UN) designated 
March 8 as International 
Women’s Day. 
The day is meant to celebrate 
the achievements of women in 
various fields such as economic, 
social, political, and cultural. 
The theme for 2019 as decided 
by the UN, “Think equal, build 
smart, innovate for change,” 
focuses on empowering women. 
Internationally, purple was 
decided as the colour of the day 
to symbolize women. However, a 
combination of purple, green, and 
white has been used historically. 
Canada’s theme this year 
is #InnovateForChange. It is 
meant to call out to the world and 
encourage everyone to create a 
more equal global society. This 
can be done by maximizing the 
potential power of technology 
with the removal of barriers that 
women currently face in areas of 
science, technology, engineering, 
and math (STEM). 
Under the campaign, the 
Government of Canada stated 
on the Status of Women Canada 
website, “In Canada, only a third 
of graduates in STEM are women, 
a difference that’s magnified in 
fields such as engineering and 
computer science. Meanwhile, 
Canada and other countries face 
major job shortages in many 
STEM fields. When women are 
held back from filling high-
quality jobs like these, Canada’s 
economy is also held back. 
Increasing the number of women 
in STEM is a simple, direct and 
effective way to fuel change that 
improves the lives of people 
across Canada.” 
Women Students’ 
Representative for the DSU 
Aahelee Bandyopadhyay, hailing 
from the Kolkata, shared with the 
Other Press her experience so far 
as a feminist. 
“Being an international 
student in Canada comes with 
perks and a lot of hardships,” said 
Bandyopadhyay. “Conquering 
the challenges determine[s] 
one’s ability to thrive in a foreign 
nation.” 
While many governments 
across the globe have taken steps 
to promote the participation of 
women at various levels, there is 
still work to be done in achieving 
global equality. A lot of women’s 
struggles are still hidden within 
domestic and private spheres. 
Bandyopadhyay said, “The 
one word that scares people 
around me the most is ‘feminist’ 
and I [am] an outspoken 
feminist. I have been living in 
Vancouver for two years and 
a few months and my journey 
hasn’t been a smooth one. As an 
average individual would face, I 
faced thick and thin situations 
throughout these two long years. 
Being a student of Sociology 
and Anthropology, I was always 
inclined towards being a feminist 
and unconsciously I was one, 
but now I can say out loud and 
proud that I am proud to be a 
woman and my unique sense of 
womanhood defines me.” 
Society has come a long way 
in recognizing women’s abilities 
and achievements. However, 
the hard truth still exists that in 
many places there is still rampant 
gender-based inequality. 
“There were situations 
in Vancouver when I faced 
a lot of criticisms for being 
outspoken and a loud feminist 
and consequently discouraging 
my field researches which are 
mostly based on [a] feminist 
agenda (sex workers of DTES, 
unpaid household labour, the 
gender wage gap, [et cetera]). One 
thing I would love to say to all 
the students who are reading my 
story—never back down. Never be 
afraid to express your emotions; 
that’s how you express yourself to 
the world,” said Bandyopadhyay. 
It certainly feels as though 
society has seen a rise in the 
number of campaigns and 
movements involving women that 
have inspired the world. Gone are 
the days when a woman could be 
“tamed,” expected to stay indoors, 
and not treated equally. Women 
today are better equipped with 
the knowledge, resources, and 
international support to demand 
equality for themselves. 
On being asked what 
message Bandyopadhyay would 
like to share with Other Press 
readers, she said, “Do not lose 
hope in yourself and try to be a 
little bit more confident about 
who are and what defines who 
with every passing day. When it 
comes to feminism, this ideology 
can be embraced by anyone 
regardless of one’s gender. As the 
famous literary critic and feminist 
bell hooks [said], ‘Feminism is for 
everyone.’”
International Women’s Day
 › Women’s rights then, now, and how we move forward
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When it comes 
to feminism, this 
ideology can be 
embraced by 
anyone regardless 
of one’s gender.”
 
– Aahelee Bandyopadhyay, 
Women Students’ 
Representative for the DSU
Arts
Have an idea for a story?
 arts@theotherpress.ca
arts // no. 5
• 'Kingdom Hearts III' video game review
• ‘To the Moon’ video game review
• ‘Truth’ by Becca Hess album review
...and more!
Sonam Kaloti
Arts Editor
    
Imagine hearing “Holy Ghost” by COIN but muffled from downstairs because 
you’re in the upstairs washroom. Does it 
sound good? Well, despite the tragedy of 
missing my favourite song, it still sounded 
amazing from up there—and that says 
something. 
COIN is an indie-pop band consisting 
of Chase Lawrence on lead vocals and 
synthesizers, Ryan Winnen on drums, and 
Joe Memmel on lead guitar and backing 
vocals. The band performed an all-ages 
show at Venue Nightclub on February 24. 
Most of their songs had quite a bit of 
reverb which gave the concert a relaxed 
vibe. The crowd wasn’t rowdy and I could 
barely even hear the crowd singing (aside 
from myself, who was embarrassingly 
loud). The people were very nice though, 
and the atmosphere was positive and fun. 
The lights were generally stable for 
slow songs, which made up about half of 
the setlist. However, the lights added to the 
dreamy, reverb-
laden aesthetic 
of the songs, 
with twinkling 
white circles and 
strips of violet 
bathing all the 
band members 
in neon. During 
faster songs, the 
lights did what 
they do best during concerts: Pulse along 
with the beats and match the rhythm of 
the dancing crowd. 
The band felt very connected to the 
audience, which was likely due to the small 
venue and close stage with no barricade. 
There were at least a couple of times when 
I was sure the lead singer Lawrence looked 
me in the eyes, but I’m also sure he did that 
because I was screaming along to his quiet 
acapella when nobody else was. Lawrence 
is an energetic frontman who was bouncing 
and dancing throughout most songs as 
well.
Like any live band, they made some 
mistakes including missed beats, incorrect 
pitches, or other unavoidable errors. What 
I always appreciate during these slips, 
however, is that there is no uncertainty that 
they are playing live and they are trying 
their best to put on a show with everything 
they’ve got.
The crowd was at its peak during 
COIN’s most popular song, “Talk Too 
Much,” which had everyone jumping and 
screaming in joy. One of my personal 
favourites live was “Growing Pains,” which 
has steady drums accented by playful 
cymbals, groovy guitar, excitable vocals, 
and a chorus that goes, “I can’t seem to 
make up my mind! Now what does that 
say about me?” It’s extremely easy to find 
yourself dancing to this tune, but that can 
be said for all of COIN’s faster-paced songs. 
“Hannah” being played was funny 
because I happened to have gone to the 
concert with my friend named Hannah, 
and if you get the chance to see COIN live, 
I’d suggest taking a Hannah with you too. 
Singing, “I’m sorry Hannah, but I’ve got 
other plans!” to your friend is very fun, as it 
always is when there’s a recognizable name 
in a song.
The concert ended on “Fingers 
Crossed,” which was beaming with energy 
from every band member, as though they 
were pouring the rest of their souls into 
that performance. The song finished with 
an intense instrumental, during which the 
singer thrashed around the stage while the 
crowd went wild.
Overall, COIN is a talented band 
with a relaxed fanbase who you can groove 
or thrash along with, and these kinds of 
concerts are some of the best there are.
COIN is a dime
 › ‘COIN’ concert review
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Arts Editor
First of all, I did not run into any Demogorgons. Second, I had no idea 
what a Demogorgon was before Stranger 
Things introduced me to Dungeons & 
Dragons as a game that wasn’t completely 
uncool, despite the characters who play it 
in the show being, well, uncool. 
The characters in the show are given 
nicknames like “Frog-face” by their peers, 
communicate over walkie-talkies, and 
dwell in their basements roleplaying as 
wizards, for crying out loud. As usual, 
bullying and mob mentality against 
certain genres of anything are almost 
always misinformed. Too quick was I 
to judge this form of entertainment 
for most of my life (probably like most 
people), and my roleplaying awakening 
had to come eventually—which it did. 
Luckily for me, some of my friends 
had experience playing D&D and taught 
me the basics of the game quickly. Using 
the Fifth Edition book and an app called 
“Fight Club 5th Edition,” I created my 
character. I thought this was going to be 
my favourite part of the game, like it is 
for video games such as The Sims, but I 
was wrong. 
The character creation isn’t unlike 
many video games I’ve played thus far. 
RuneScape, Dragon Quest, and Diablo 
come to mind when thinking about the 
multiple layers of character creation. 
Whether you want to be a rogue, wizard, 
or anything else, these other games 
incorporate very medieval-fantasy-esque 
themes into their gameplay as well. 
I took a while to create my character 
because there are so many things to 
learn at this stage of gameplay. I chose 
Dragonborn as my race because it 
sounded cool (that’s how I made a lot 
of decisions at this point in the game), 
and then I wanted to choose Sorcerer 
as my class but quickly realized I 
couldn’t understand a single word in 
the description. My friends told me it 
was one of the most complicated classes 
if not the most, and therefore not best 
suited for beginners. Disappointed, I 
chose the Wizard class instead. 
There are innumerable technical 
aspects to the game, many of which you 
can play without if you desire, but if not, 
there is a lot to learn. I’m sure it would 
come naturally the more campaigns you 
play. 
Soon, I introduced Sir Longjohn 
to the world. I never chose a gender, 
so the pronouns alternate. He is overly 
confident, ambitious, and always seeks 
out the most exciting and entertaining 
situations. He also gets bored easy, 
sometimes resulting in leaving fights 
and conversations with NPCs early. My 
favourite aspect about him is his pet 
chameleon, Crueller, who didn’t do 
anything except be there because I wasn’t 
allowed to start with an actual pet. 
We played an adventure that 
involved getting a magic stone for a 
bartender in a local tavern. One thing led 
to another and I acquired a horse who 
the dungeon master named Australia 
(but I changed his name to Cece) and 
a giant spider who apparently loved 
me. I gave the spider away at first but 
got him back due to a charm spell that 
wouldn’t have worked had my dungeon 
master not rolled a one that turn. I chose 
spells based on what sounded powerful, 
and somehow I ended up being a little 
too powerful. In fact, I almost killed 
everyone in my adventure (including 
my chameleon) by casting a level one 
Thunderwave spell. My fellow players 
were not happy about that one, but my 
dungeon master found it hilarious.
The adventure we played was 
thrilling and filled with plot twists 
that were unexpected and changed the 
plot completely. Our dungeon master 
changed a few parts due to the writing 
of said parts being kind of bland, which 
was disappointing to hear, but I love that 
the game is malleable enough to play 
however you want to. 
I’m glad I put my baseless ego 
aside and played Dungeons & Dragons 
because it was a great creative exercise, a 
nice bonding time with friends, and most 
of all, it was just fun! I might have gotten 
lucky with my rolls, spells, and whatever 
else to cause a bias, but I really do think 
everyone should get together with their 
friends and try it out if they haven’t 
already. It’s sure to be a memorable 
experience.
Demogorgons and devoted spiders
 › My first experience playing ‘Dungeons & Dragons Fifth Edition’
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    
Fans of the Kingdom Hearts series had a lot of expectations for Kingdom 
Hearts III leading up to its January 2019 
release. Kingdom Hearts II came out in 
2005, and the first trailer for the third 
major instalment was shown at E3 in 2013. 
Fans have been waiting 14 years to see the 
story continued in a major console release, 
although they have been fed a slow trickle 
of handheld games and HD rereleases.
Luckily for fans, this new game 
delivers. The game looks gorgeous. 
The graphics are of course a massive 
improvement from the PS2-exclusive 
KH1 and KH2, but the visuals hold up on 
their own as well. The Disney worlds Sora, 
Goofy, and Donald visit are vibrant and 
fun, with the time spent in worlds like Toy 
Story, Pirates of the Caribbean, Frozen, and 
Big Hero 6 being immensely enjoyable. 
Particularly notable is the Pirates world 
where you can sail in your own pirate ship, 
fight other ships, and hunt for treasure à la 
Assassin's Creed IV: Black Flag. The Frozen 
world is impressive as well, with the scene 
of the movie's huge hit song “Let It Go” 
fully recreated in-game.
The combat is over-the-top and 
fun but sometimes a bit too simple. It is 
spiced up with frequent group attacks 
and upgraded weapon segments that are 
all very flashy but can break up the flow 
of battles. A lot of these special moves 
cutely reference Disneyland rides, which 
is fun for the player but a little nonsensical 
in-universe. The Keyblades you get after 
beating different worlds have unique move 
sets and abilities, letting you personalize 
your fighting style.
A sad exclusion from this latest game 
is the presence of characters from the Final 
Fantasy universe. In KH1 Sora interacted 
with many characters from the franchise, 
and the game truly felt like a mix of Disney 
and Square Enix properties. However, this 
instalment is nearly devoid of familiar 
faces from Final Fantasy, save Moogle 
shopkeepers; instead KH3 derives any Final 
Fantasy feeling from the original Kingdom 
Hearts characters' styles.
The few small issues take little away 
from how vast and enjoyable this game 
is. With tons of worlds to visit, plenty of 
post-game content, many collectables, and 
a whole lot of Star Fox-esque flying, you 
won't be putting this down for a long time. 
I would recommend this to any Kingdom 
Hearts or Disney fan, but anyone could 
enjoy it. Just make sure to do some research 
first so you know what's happening in 
those weird cutscenes between all the 
fun gameplay. The Kingdom Hearts story 
is famously hard to follow, so I would 
recommend watching some plot synopses 
before booting it up even if you have played 
all the games. KH3 creators have also just 
announced that free and paid DLC will be 
on its way, so fans awaiting more content 
should be very satisfied.
The wait was worth it
 › 'Kingdom Hearts III' 
video game review
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    
The past few years have been very tough for Ariana Grande. Not long after the 
terrorist attack that took place during 
a concert that she held in Manchester 
in 2017, one of her ex-boyfriends, Mac 
Miller, passed away from a drug overdose 
in September 2018. She also ended her 
engagement with Saturday Night Live’s 
Pete Davidson in October of that year.
During that time, Grande was working 
on her album thank u, next, which was 
released a few months after her previous 
album Sweetener. She released thank u, 
next earlier than I was expecting. The 
album explores the major events that 
Grande has gone through recently.
Initially, I thought that Sweetener 
would be rereleased with additional 
tracks when Grande performed the songs. 
Because the album was announced not 
long before it came out, it felt more like 
a digital release than a CD release. It 
debuted as the number one album on the 
US Billboard 200 and took the top spot in 
many other countries’ sales rankings. 
Some of the songs on the album are 
about sex and needing someone, including 
the first song “imagine.” Musically, it 
sounds great. In “fake smile,” Grande talks 
about how sad she is after what she had 
to go through. After the track “make up,” 
which is another song about sex, she talks 
about Miller and how she misses him a lot 
in “ghostin.” Next, she imagines her dream 
man in “in my head.” 
The album’s hit singles so far are its 
last three songs, beginning with “7 rings”, 
which is controversial because some 
have alleged that it sounds like a copy of 
Princess Nokia’s “Mine” and also like Soulja 
Boy’s “Pretty Boy Swag.” My favourite song 
on the album, “thank u, next”, references 
all her ex-boyfriends and is about Grande 
loving herself.
At the last minute—on January 
13—Grande announced on Twitter that 
she was taking out one song that she 
decided against releasing and replacing 
it with another track. This replacement 
song turned out to be “break up with your 
girlfriend, i’m bored.”
I’m personally not a fan of the lyrics 
for most of the songs on the album, 
and I feel that it shows that the album 
was rushed. The subject matter fits the 
album though, and if its producers had 
spent more time making it then thank u, 
next would be more impactful. Still, the 
avant-garde sounds throughout the album 
enhance the songs and show what Grande 
is going through.
While the album presents the 
recent events that Grande experienced in 
music form, in my opinion it is her most 
underwhelming album. What is next for 
Ariana Grande? We will wait and see.
Grande sings the avant-garde blues
 › ‘thank u, next’ album review
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    
To the Moon took me through an emotional rollercoaster of a story that 
really did take me to the moon and back. 
To the Moon is an indie game 
developed and published by Freebird 
Games. It is a story-driven experience that 
features minimal gameplay, consisting 
mainly of exploring the scene and 
investigating items. The premise of the 
game itself is incredible: Two doctors (Eva 
Rosalene and Neil Watts) tap into a man’s 
(Johnny’s) memories and use a special 
machine to, per previously signed wish 
fulfillment contract, alter his memories as 
he lies on his deathbed.
The exceptional plot is unravelled 
backwards, which is a curious form of 
storytelling. Playing as the doctors, you go 
into Johnny’s memories beginning at his 
most recent memory prior to being on his 
deathbed. Using the help of this memory, 
you learn what it is that Johnny most 
wishes he had accomplished within his life. 
In this case, he asks the doctors to fulfil 
his wish of going to the moon. However, 
at this point he has no apparent reason for 
wanting to go to the moon. 
This specific desire creates the main 
conflict for the doctors later because 
without enough information to link his 
earlier memories together, and without 
enough information to convince Johnny’s 
younger self to become an astronaut, the 
doctors must puzzle together what to do. 
Either that, or they must find out the real 
reason Johnny wants to go to the moon—
and the answer to that is not even close to 
what I had anticipated. The thrill of finding 
out new information as we go back in 
time and puzzle his life together, with the 
reasons that led his life one way or another, 
is an experience like no other. 
Johnny’s life is written so well, yet 
so frustrating is his wish, that it is hard 
to believe that the doctors can change 
anything at all. In fact, the doctors Eva 
and Neil have their own bouts of conflict 
amongst themselves when challenged 
by Johnny’s futile wish, with regard to 
what they personally believe would have 
made him happier. They face extremely 
difficult choices often and they must think 
fast: While they traverse Johnny’s mind, 
his health in the present is continually 
deteriorating so they only have so much 
time.
In addition to the charmingly 
concocted story, the characters also all have 
their own endearing quirks. Johnny’s late 
spouse River is like a world of her own. In 
fact, most of Johnny’s memories revolve 
around her, as though she really is strong 
enough of a force for him to gravitate 
around. The doctors are a dynamic duo as 
well. Eva is the even-headed one while still 
being an occasional goofball, whereas Neil 
is sometimes hot-tempered and aloof. They 
both have quick wit and are often caught 
up in banter, which is always interesting 
and humorous to read. At one point they 
discuss the difficulties involved in moving 
a grand piano to a different floor of the 
house, concluding that not only would it 
still be difficult to move upstairs with a 
TARDIS from Doctor Who, but as Neil says, 
“It’d probably take an entire episode to get 
it inside.” 
Neil is easily my favourite character 
because his unfiltered quips at the worst 
moments are a great form of comic 
relief amid constant tragedy. Even while 
watching teenage Johnny stand around in 
a movie theatre by himself, Neil is quick to 
say, “Getting stood up? Now that’s a Kodak 
moment.”
The audio within the game is a 
tear-jerker. The soundtrack pieces are 
moving piano ballads that have extreme 
significance within the game itself. Some 
of the pieces even have their own evolving 
backstory as the game’s story unravels, 
giving the songs themselves much more 
meaning than initially suggested. 
The visuals are breathtaking despite 
being a 2D pixel world. The colours are 
beautifully chosen, with very dreamlike 
hues that represent the amber tone of 
memories. The simplicity of the visual and 
audio aspects helps to add that much more 
emotional depth to the story, as nothing 
takes away from another aspect. The entire 
game feels like a perfectly coordinated 
symphony.
To the Moon explores the large and 
unanswerable question of “What if I had 
done this instead?” regarding our past. We 
can’t change our past and we only have one 
chance to live our lives as authentically 
as we can, so this game encourages us to 
do so. Even just living through the entire 
human experience in a few short hours 
makes for an intense, personal connection 
to the game.
To the Moon is available to purchase 
for $11 on Steam. It plays for about four 
hours, and these hours really are worth 
every penny.
An ambitious, perplexing dream
 › ‘To the Moon’ video game review
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Becca Hess, a BC country pop singer-songwriter, invites listeners to tune into 
her perspective about the joys and sorrows 
of falling in and out of love on her 10-track 
sophomore album Truth, released on 
February 4.
On “In This Town,” the first track on 
the album, Hess sings about her frustration 
with not finding love. As the song continues, 
Hess eventually accepts her reality, where she 
concludes that maybe she’s better off being 
alone. The musical arrangement of “In This 
Town” also illustrates the isolation we might 
experience when we’re looking for a romantic 
relationship. By starting off the song with a 
singular, solitary hand-clapping type of beat, 
Hess seems to want the audience to reflect 
on the isolation that occurs when we’re on 
the quest to find a significant other.
Although the album mostly has songs 
about the frustration and disappointment 
of romantic relationships, “Stranded”—the 
eighth track on the album—is a refreshingly 
optimistic song about the excitement of 
being in love. “I’m lost but my heart is 
landed. I’m home I’m stranded,” Hess sings, 
like she’s telling us that she finally found 
love. “Hit my heart like a hurricane, got me 
upside down like a tidal wave” is another 
line whereby Hess alludes to her experience 
getting hit straight to her heart by the power 
of love.
Another surprising moment on the 
album occurs on the track “I Don’t Do Love 
Songs.” The song’s musical production is a 
change from the contemporary country pop 
beat that reverberates throughout the album. 
The music of “I Don’t Do Love Songs” sounds 
like the classic, old-school country songs by 
female country music pioneers like Patsy 
Cline and Tammy Wynette.
A second surprise in this track occurs 
when Hess suddenly sighs close to the end 
of “I Don’t Do Love Songs.” After listening to 
Hess’s sigh, you may think that the song ends 
at that point; however, the song continues 
to keep things unexpected by having a pause 
in the song after Hess’s sigh. The audience 
may hear a faint male voice who mumbles a 
sentence. The music then starts again with a 
musical interlude until the song ends.
Even though Hess generally sings about 
the despair and turmoil of love and romantic 
relationships, the album’s overall upbeat 
dance vibe—combined with Hess’s vocals—
will be a delight for listeners who long for 
upbeat music during moments of heartache 
and heartbreak.
Pain and happiness of love, life, 
and romantic relationships
 › ‘Truth’ by Becca Hess album review
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Life & Style Editor
When I think of the Oscars red carpet, I generally think of celebrities doing 
their very best to look as glamourous as 
possible. As I have gotten older and my 
understanding of fashion and personal 
style has evolved and changed, I now 
associate the Oscars with a time to be—as 
the kids say—EXTRA af. Not only extra, 
but extra in a way that is both timeless and 
fashion-forward. I think that the second 
part of that, the fashion-forward part, 
is what people (i.e. celebrities and their 
stylists) struggle with.
I understand the reasoning. Being 
in the public eye, especially at such a 
media-filled event, and being labelled 
“worst dressed” may or may not be 
someone’s worst nightmare. However, 
at the same time, many of us will never 
get the opportunity to wear a Miu Miu 
gown or a Dolce & Gabbana suit. We have 
to live vicariously through people like 
Olivia Colman—who was wearing Prada 
and looked fantastic! As a member of the 
general public, I want to be blown away by 
the fashion at awards shows. I want more 
like Billy Porter’s Christian Siriano tuxedo-
gown, or Lucy Boynton’s Rodarte homage 
to 1950s old Hollywood. I guess that’s why I 
just can’t understand someone going to the 
Oscars and choosing to look boring.
Here’s a fun game—let’s spot the 
celebrity that needs some help.
First up, we have possibly the most 
boring outfit of the night, worn by Laura 
Dern. Dern is a very accomplished actress 
who has appeared in everything from the 
original Jurassic Park to Star Wars: The 
Last Jedi. However, she is not known for 
her exciting fashion choices, and her 2019 
Oscars look is no exception. The dress 
is apparently made by Rodarte—which 
seemed to be a popular pick at this year’s 
Oscars—and is a plum-coloured A-line 
silhouette with a dropped waist, sweetheart 
neckline, and rouged bodice. Is the dress 
bad-looking? Absolutely not, but it is 
extremely predictable and utterly tame. 
Let’s be clear, I don’t expect every celebrity 
to got to the Oscars and have a Cher 
moment (Cher wearing Bob Mackie at the 
1986 Oscars when she won Best Actress for 
Moonstruck, look it up). However, nothing 
about Dern’s outfit even gives you a hint 
that a famous designer made it. It looks like 
she picked it up at David’s Bridal.
Next up is Charlize Theron. In the 
past, I have praised Theron for her awards 
show looks. She often looks exceptional 
and does normally have a good eye for 
fashion that is both forward-thinking 
and complementary. She doesn’t wear 
flamboyant outfits, but you rarely look 
at her and think, “I’ve seen that before.” 
A prime example is when she went to 
the 2016 Oscars in a red Christian Dior 
gown that was stunning! However, this 
outing—also in Dior—is probably the 
worst I’ve seen her. There is nothing overtly 
wrong with the dress itself; it’s in a nice 
colour and the train is pretty. However, 
there is nothing special about it. It’s a 
structured, floor-length bodycon with 
padded shoulders. It looks like someone’s 
Mother-of-the-Bride wedding outfit. Not 
even the Bulgari diamonds could save this 
humdrum mess. 
Lastly, and probably the criticism that 
will take most readers by surprise—Lady 
Gaga. I know it’s hard to believe, but even 
Gaga has her off days. I’m not saying I miss 
the version of her that wore dead Muppets, 
or literal dead animals—but I do miss 
being excited by seeing her. It is obvious 
to me that she was trying to capture a 
nostalgic old Hollywood feel, similar to 
the Versace number she wore to the 2016 
Golden Globes. However, this Alexander 
McQueen gown failed to make her look 
like anything other than a Holiday Wishes 
Barbie—and that is not a compliment. This 
strapless ball gown with the dropped waist 
and form-fitting bodice has been seen on 
beauty pageant contestants for years. The 
only difference is they don’t stack out their 
hip pads. 
I feel like the odd shape was meant 
to make this dress appear avant-garde—
but it’s not. It’s just a boring dress that 
looks like it was altered to have extra 
space in case she wanted to bring a few 
water bottles. In my opinion, Gaga and 
her team didn’t take it far enough. Pair 
this dress with a flapper headdress or a 
rhinestone skullcap and it would have been 
a completely different story. You need to 
play up the powerful hip silhouette for it 
to work, not feminize the look more with a 
soft beehive. Right now, it’s giving me too 
much of a Stepford vibe.
All in all, there were some definite 
fashion highs on the Oscars red carpet this 
year—but not enough to overshadow the 
boring lows.
The same old, same old
 › Looking at the fashion on the Oscars 2019 red carpet
Ph
o
to
 o
f 
C
h
ar
liz
e 
Th
er
o
n
 w
ea
ri
n
g
 D
io
r 
H
au
te
 C
o
u
tu
re
 v
ia
 E
O
n
lin
e.
co
m
Ph
o
to
 o
f 
La
u
ra
 D
er
n
 w
ea
ri
n
g
 R
o
d
ar
te
 v
ia
 C
el
eb
M
af
ia
.c
o
m
Ph
o
to
 o
f 
La
d
y 
G
ag
a 
w
ea
ri
n
g
 A
le
xa
n
d
er
 M
cQ
u
ee
n
 v
ia
 B
re
ak
M
ag
az
in
e.
co
m
I feel like the odd shape was meant to make 
this dress appear avant-garde—but it’s not.
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If you don’t know what the Flawless is, it is a hair removal device for small, fine 
hairs found on the face. Its intended use is 
to remove peach fuzz, and it definitely does 
that—but at $29.99 a pop, is it really worth 
it?
The Flawless Facial Hair Remover is 
made by Finishing Touch, a beauty company 
not really known for anything else. It was 
originally distributed via the Shopping 
Network but blew up after receiving many 
positive reviews from various magazines and 
beauty gurus on YouTube. Supposedly you 
can use it every day, avoiding that awkward 
phase between shaving or waxing when 
you have to grow the hair out. The product 
also claims that the hair won’t grow back 
thicker—as is the case with many other hair 
removal options.
Personally, I have never really had an 
issue with facial hair. My skin is in relatively 
good condition, and the minor peach fuzz 
on my face is barely noticeable since I 
am blonde naturally. However, I do enjoy 
wearing makeup, and one of the benefits 
of removing said peach fuzz is that your 
makeup will last longer without setting spray 
and will blend better. So, I decided to give it 
a whirl based off of that.
The device itself is fairly innocuous. 
It’s a little bigger than a lipstick tube and 
comes in either pink or black. It has a cap 
and the switch isn’t sensitive, so you can 
safely store it in your makeup bag or purse. 
It runs on a single AA battery—which is 
included—so after the initial cost it is 
relatively inexpensive to maintain. It also has 
no internal blades, so it is safe for travel. 
Initially I didn’t see much of a 
difference. As I said before, my peach fuzz 
was barely visible. However, I knew it was 
working when I went to clean it out and 
there was a tiny lint ball of my own facial 
fuzz. Brushing over the area with my fingers, 
I can feel a difference. It does remove the 
minor hairs and also exfoliates a little bit, 
leaving the skin smooth to the touch. I then 
used it continuously every day after that for 
a week. I was surprised that by the end of 
it, my skin wasn’t irritated. My skin is really 
sensitive, to the point where even most 
alcohol-based toners will turn me into a 
tomato. The Flawless, however, didn’t have 
any negative impact. My makeup application 
has also benefitted—removing the hair does 
make it easier to blend, and my foundation 
seems to be sitting better for longer periods 
of time. 
I will probably continue using this, but 
I still remain unconvinced that the price is 
worth it. That may be because I never had to 
experience unwanted facial hair, or it might 
be because I’m really frugal when it comes to 
anything besides makeup and food. I think 
if you have small hairs that make you self-
conscious, I would definitely recommend 
you try this out. However, it is not precise 
enough to handle intricate brow trimming—
though Finishing Touch did recently release 
similar devices for the brows and legs—and 
you do have to use it every day due to that 
unpleasant stubbly feeling that you’re likely 
to experience if you don’t. 
Finishing Touch:
Flawless Facial Hair Remover
 › How much does this hair removal device help?
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Eating plain yogurt doesn’t have to be a boring activity. With a wide selection 
of fruits, nuts, and chocolate that you 
can add, you can make some plain, 
unsweetened yogurt a lot more enjoyable 
and transform your snack experience.
Plain yogurt, almonds, and raisins
Ingredients
1/2 cup of plain yogurt
1/2 cup of unsalted almonds
1/2 cup of raisins
First, ensure that the yogurt is in a tightly 
sealed plastic container. You can buy in 
bulk or in the individually packaged units; 
it doesn’t really matter. I would suggest that 
if you do buy in bulk, do not mix this up all 
at once. Portion out the yogurt, then mix 
in your tasty additions. The yogurt will last 
longer in the fridge this way.
After you set aside the portion of 
yogurt, add the almonds and raisins. Mix 
thoroughly. If you’re bringing the snack 
to school or work, you may want to bring 
the almonds and raisins in a tightly sealed 
sandwich bag and add them just before 
eating. That way they won’t get soggy and 
will provide different textures to your meal. 
If you want to add some more 
toppings to the almonds and raisins, 
you can add one spoonful of crushed 
cranberries or granola mix. 
Plain yogurt and dark chocolate
Ingredients
1/2 cup of plain yogurt
One to three bars of dark chocolate
For this yogurt and dark chocolate 
snack recipe, after you’ve portioned your 
yogurt out again, cut or break the bars 
of chocolate into small pieces. If the 
chocolate is very hard, you may choose to 
grate the chocolate with a grater. Grating 
the chocolate may also make it easier to 
thoroughly mix it if you’d prefer a softer 
texture—or you can add the chocolate 
after first melting it. The liquid chocolate 
gives the yogurt a nice, syrupy, swirly look. 
However, if you’re bringing this snack to 
work or school, that might not be possible.
Add some flavour to 
your plain yogurt
 › Tasty yogurt snack recipes
A force of nAture sweeping through the owL
Brittney MacDonald
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Back in September of last year it was announced that the Aquilini Investment 
Group (AIG)—the same entity that owns 
the Vancouver Canucks and Rogers 
Arena—had invested between $35 and $60 
million dollars in purchasing a team slot in 
the Overwatch League (OWL).
The OWL is Blizzard’s professional 
competition league for their first-person 
shooter of the same name. At the time, 
no one knew really how AIG’s acquisition 
was going to work. Could Vancouver have 
a professional video game team and not 
have it be regarded as a joke? This seemed 
like a tall order. Esports, or electronic 
sports, isn’t taken very seriously by much 
of the general public—and in a hockey city 
like Vancouver? What business does some 
Canadian metropolis have in the land of 
computer games? 
Well, we certainly got our answer—
we’re there to win. 
Currently, the Vancouver team—now 
officially dubbed the Vancouver Titans—is 
ranked second in the league, right under 
the New York Excelsior. At time of writing 
we are undefeated, and we only trail 
because the Excelsior has played more 
matches than us. 
Before getting into Vancouver specifics, 
it might be important to understand how 
an OWL match works. Two teams play 
to the best of five games, though they 
must play a minimum of four. Each game 
consists of a best of three rounds. These 
games are varied in how they are played 
because Overwatch has different maps and 
the win conditions change with each one. 
One game could be a payload objective, 
which is essentially escorting a cart or car 
as far as you can before the time runs out 
while the enemy team attempts to stop 
you. Another game could be a “King of the 
Hill” situation where two teams attempt to 
capture and control the same point for a 
set period of time. 
An OWL team is expected to learn 
and master all of this. That might give you 
a better perspective when I say that the 
Vancouver Titans are currently undefeated. 
They have lost rounds and the odd game—
but they have never lost a match.
That begs the question: Who is this 
Vancouver team and where have they come 
from? To put it very bluntly—Korea. AIG, 
and their partner Luminosity Gaming, made 
it very clear that they were in the OWL to 
win when they essentially bought an entire 
starting lineup (plus subs) from the Korean 
Contenders League (KCL).
RunAway
All six of the Vancouver Titans starting 
lineup, as well as two of their subs, used to 
play for a team in Korea called RunAway. 
However, in October of 2018 all of the 
players left the organization during the 
Contender’s League—the Overwatch 
version of the semi-pros—offseason. This is 
after they completely dominated in Season 
1 of the KCL. During a livestream, RunAway 
team manager Hyun Ah “Flowervin” Lee 
confirmed that all eight members had left 
after it was announced that RunAway would 
be holding open trials to fill their now-
vacant player slots. 
Most of the former RunAway players 
had been playing as a team for the better 
part of two years. Team Captain Sang-
beom “Bumper” Park, as well as team 
members Hyo-jong “Haksal” Kim and 
Choong-hui “Stitch” Lee, had all been 
playing with RunAway since 2016; with 
Hyeon-woo “JJANU” Choi joining in 2017, 
and Ju-seok “Twilight” Lee, Sung-jun 
“Slime” Kim, Min-soo “SeoMinSoo” Seo, 
and Dong-eun “Hooreg” Lee joining in 
early 2018—prior to RunAway taking the 
KCL Season 1 by storm. 
However, Flowervin could neither 
confirm nor deny the specifics of her 
former players joining the OWL. Though 
the roster being signed as a unit was a 
possibility, it was a very far-fetched one due 
to the pure cost of signing that many high-
profile players. Many fans believed that 
due to their performance in the KCL, it was 
more likely that the former RunAway team 
had been headhunted individually.
As time went on and no established 
OWL team announced an addition of any 
of the familiar names, people began to 
speculate that a full roster signing might 
be the case. But what team would need 
an entire starting lineup and subs? More 
importantly, what team had the bankroll to 
afford the best team in the KCL?
After specifics regarding the Vancouver 
team slot purchase were announced—such 
as AIG’s involvement—it became pretty 
clear where RunAway had gone. The 
player reveals for the Vancouver Titans on 
December 1, 2018, merely confirmed it. 
This announcement also saw the addition 
of Jung-geun “Rapel” Kim, another fan 
favourite from the KCL.
Captain Bumper
Now I’m not saying that good teams are 
no fun to watch—but it is nice to have a 
personality behind the wheel. I’m talking 
about shit-talkers, everyone’s favourite 
part of organized sports. Bumper wasted 
no time in establishing himself as such. As 
captain of the Vancouver Titans, Bumper 
was a main focus when the Titans made 
their debut in the OWL on February 6. Prior 
to their match with the Shanghai Dragons, 
Bumper claimed that he believed the 
KCL teams were better than many of the 
teams signed to the OWL. After the Titans 
steamrolled the Dragons 4-0, Bumper was 
asked if he had anything to say to the other 
OWL teams. His answer—“We will beat 
you, 4-0.”
Now, this wasn’t actually the case. The 
Titans went to game five in their match 
against the Guangzhou Charge, and their 
final score against the Los Angeles Valiant 
was 3-1. However, this didn’t stop Bumper. 
After the New York Excelsior’s  Tae-sung 
“Anamo” Jung claimed that his team 
was the best at GOATS—a style of play 
currently popular in which the six-player 
team splits down the middle, three playing 
high defensive while the other three players 
play healer roles—the Vancouver Titans 
tweeted out a photo of Bumper laughing 
hysterically in reaction.
One OWL analyst and commentator 
claimed that the Vancouver Titans would 
probably have more 4-0 matches if Bumper 
would stop “throwing” during game four 
by taunting the enemy team after the 
Titans secure a three-game win. 
 However, when you’re called one of 
the most exciting “tank” players (a class 
of high-defense meat shields that seek to 
guard their teammates) in your first season 
in the OWL, you can probably afford to be 
a bit cocky.
Reception
Seeing as the OWL is currently broadcast 
out of Los Angeles, with the intention 
to move teams to their patron cities 
eventually, the vibe of the broadcast is very 
“American.” I say this as someone who has 
watched enough other, more traditional 
sporting events like the Olympics and the 
NBA. There is definitely a bias when it 
comes to Canadian teams. 
Currently, Canada has two teams in 
the OWL—the Vancouver Titans and the 
Toronto Defiant. Despite both teams doing 
pretty well, commentators often refer to 
them as “underdogs” or question their 
ability to win against even underperforming 
American teams. As a side note, positive 
plays made by the Titans often went 
“unnoticed” by the commentating staff, 
while plays made by American teams were 
duly noted every time. 
To give an example: In their match 
against the San Francisco Shock, the 
Titans went into game three 2-0 in their 
favour. However, commentators played up 
the possibility of a reverse sweep after in 
game two, round two, they claimed the 
Titans were defeated in a payload map 
prior to the final stage of the round even 
beginning. In their opinion, the Shock had 
moved the payload so far during the tie-
break that the Titans would not be able to 
compete with them. Needless to say, the 
Titans overshot the Shock and went on to 
win the match 3-1.
It wasn’t until the Titans secured their 
third match win out of three that the OWL 
commentators even began citing them as a 
possible threat to the New York Excelsior’s 
dominance—despite the fact that out of 20 
teams in the League, the Titans are one of 
only two teams that remain undefeated. 
On one hand, it is nice that they’re 
finally acknowledging it—but at the same 
time, why did it take so long?
If you’re looking for an explanation, I 
don’t really have one. I’m just as confused 
as you are. The moral of this observation 
is to always be critical of possible bias. 
Personally, I am fully aware that I am biased 
towards the Titans—because I am from 
Vancouver, and they’re MY team.
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#DOUGLIFE
Share your photos with us on Instagram using the hashtag 
#DougLife, for a chance to be featured in the paper! 

This week’s photo is by katskittycats
Jerrison Oracion
Senior Columnist
After eating the first two sandwiches, which did not give me the “spice face” 
mentioned in McDonald’s commercials, 
I was finally able find out if I could 
accomplish the full challenge with the last 
sandwich in the Spicy McChicken series—
the Ghost Pepper McChicken.
Ghost pepper used to be thought of 
as the spiciest chili until it was surpassed 
by the Carolina Reaper in 2013. Its actual 
name is Bhut jolokia, and it ranks between 
855,000 and 1,041,427 Scoville heat units. 
I found that there was not a lot of 
sauce in the sandwich itself, which may be 
because it is supposed to be super spicy—
or it might just be because the quality of 
McDonald’s is fairly inconsistent, especially 
with new products. Either way, the limited 
sauce may not have given the full effect of 
the pepper. I ate the sandwich and initially 
it was not spicy. So, I took another bite and 
I started to taste the pepper. It definitely 
has more heat than the previous sandwich. 
As I was eating through it, my mouth got 
warmer, but I was able to handle it and I 
did not give in to “spice face.”
Overall, the spicy McChickens were 
very flavourful. If you would like to do the 
challenge yourself, the sandwiches are still 
available at McDonald’s until March 11.
McDonald’s spicy 
challenge: Part three
 › Ghost Pepper McChicken
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Looking to jam your way out of a tight spot? Need a way to feed that inner love 
of classic rock ballads? Well, have no fear—the Other Press has you covered. 
As we try and shake off the winter cold, I challenged our staff to give me a 
playlist filled with rock songs that they love and that also happen to be from a 
time before they were born. Here’s what they came up with.
  You’re Going to Lose that Girl by The Beatles (Jerrison)
  Genius of Love by Tom Tom Club (Isabelle)
  American Pie by Don McLean (Caroline)
  Belfast Child by Simple Minds (Bex)
  The Show Must Go on by QUEEN (Brittney)
  Meeting in the Ladies Room by Klymaxx (Isabelle)
  Stairway to Heaven by Led Zeppelin (Caroline)
  Crazy on You by Heart (Brittney)
otherplaylistthe
Brittney MacDonald
Life & Style EditorNow Hiring!
Work for the Other Press
Two positions open:
Website Coordinator
Start date to be determined
News Editor
Available imediately
Please email your resume and cover 
letter to 
editor.otherpress@gmail.com 
or contact us for more information.
OpiniOns
Have an idea for a story?
 opinions@theotherpress.ca
opinions // no. 13
• The price we pay for convenience
• In-flight courtesy goes a long, long way
• Drag is not child's play
...and more!
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
It’s no secret that the online retail company Amazon treats their employees 
horribly. For years news outlets have been 
exposing the company for their abysmal 
working conditions and mistreatment of 
their workers. For these reasons, people 
have threatened to boycott the company. 
While I agree that what Amazon does 
to their employees is horrible, it’s not going 
to stop me from using their website, much 
less boycott it. But don’t blame me, blame 
capitalism. 
Capitalism creates a culture of 
convenience, and Jeff Bezos has redefined 
the meaning of convenience and 
maximizing profits with his company. You 
can buy almost anything you can think 
of with the press of a button and it can 
be shipped to your front door in two days 
or less, so it’s no surprise that Amazon is 
a hugely successful company. To boycott 
it would be the equivalent of boycotting 
capitalism itself. 
There are many major corporations 
that have a track record for underpaying 
or mistreating their workers, yet people 
still use them because of convenience, 
cost, or because they simply need to. For 
instance, the ride-sharing company Uber 
has been called out on their mistreatment 
and underpayment of their workers in the 
past, yet people continue to use Uber every 
day because they need transportation. 
Major clothing retailers like H&M and 
Gap have also been scrutinized for the 
treatment of their factory workers, yet 
many still buy and wear their clothes. Like 
with all of these companies, Amazon’s 
convenience-maximizing model requires 
high production targets, and to meet 
these demands workers are subjected to 
unethical working environments, extreme 
pressure, and long work hours. Although 
that doesn’t make it any less wrong, it does 
explain why companies like these are still 
so profitable and successful.
If you want to take a stand 
against Amazon and boycott it, 
more power to you. However, I 
think if you’re going to boycott 
Amazon you should also do 
the same with McDonald’s, 
Walmart, Uber, H&M, and all 
of the other companies that 
have been said to underpay 
or otherwise mistreat their 
workers. It doesn’t make sense 
to me to pick and choose 
which unethical companies 
are okay to support and which 
ones aren’t because ultimately, 
so many of them are virtually 
the same in terms of how they 
treat their employees. You 
may have to use the services of 
one or all of these companies 
eventually, so I don’t think it 
makes any sense to boycott one 
for something that practically 
all major corporations do. 
Capitalism is heavily 
ingrained in our culture and Amazon is a 
prime example of that, so it’s borderline 
impossible to avoid. If you want to buy that 
cute hoodie or a 30-pack of ramen noodles 
from Amazon, I say go nuts. 
The price we pay for convenience
 › Amazon is an awful company, but I’m still going to use it
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Bex Peterson
Editor-in-Chief
I fly far more often these days than I did when I was growing up—mostly for 
work—and I’ve noticed that people tend to 
act… inconsiderate, let’s say, when they’re 
stuck on an airplane. 
Maybe I just observe it more because 
you can’t help but notice what people 
are doing around you when you’re all 
strapped in like so many sardines packed 
into a flying tin can. Every squabble, every 
passive-aggressive comment, every hygiene 
and personal space violation; there’s no 
escaping any of it. Tempers are short and 
entitlement is at an all-time high, and I 
get it. We spend a lot of money to fold 
ourselves into as tight a space as the airlines 
can manage without violating the Geneva 
Conventions. That kind of stress brings out 
something primal in us. I know if someone 
puts even one elbow over our shared 
armrest into my designated “area” my 
blood pressure drives up significantly (to 
say nothing of the absolute monsters who 
shove their chairs back into my knees as far 
as they can go). 
I think it’s easy to get into an “every 
man Jack for himself” mentality because 
of this. You’re looking after your own 
interests, trying to keep as many of your 
personal boundaries sacred as possible, 
because flying is uncomfortable. It takes a 
long time, it’s expensive, and no one likes 
it. (I mean, I know people who say they 
enjoy flying, but those people are either 
liars or are able to travel business class, so 
they don’t count.)
This entitlement factor is irritating to 
deal with, but doubly so if you’re a person 
whose existence is seen as infringing on 
those precious few freedoms afforded 
to airline passengers. The documentary 
animation Flying While Fat highlights the 
uncomfortable and often dehumanizing 
treatment of fat people by airline staff and 
fellow passengers due to social stigmas and 
aggravated by the limited space allotted 
to each seat. For my own part, I have 
a severe allergy that could make being 
stuck 10,600 metres up with no escape a 
deadly experience for me. Watching flight 
attendants explain to the people around 
me that we’d “really appreciate it” if they 
don’t eat peanuts during the flight is always 
nerve-wracking; I’ve seen people grumble, 
roll their eyes, or actively refuse to listen. I 
don’t even blame people for reacting this 
way. It’s like with the elbow thing; them 
having to stow their trail mix until we land 
is just one more inconvenience, one more 
transgression, in a sea of inconveniences 
and transgressions. 
However, I honestly think we should 
be approaching these situations from a 
different mindset. Instead of using the 
stress and discomfort of flying as an excuse 
to act our worst, shouldn’t we be trying to 
act our best? 
Little acts of consideration can make 
a world of difference for the passengers 
around you. Things like avoiding dousing 
yourself with strong perfumes and avoiding 
bringing strong-smelling foods on board 
(especially ones containing common 
allergens) can save whole rows from 
added discomfort throughout the flight. If 
you’re on a night flight and the lights are 
off, consider turning your phone screen 
brightness down so you aren’t blinding 
the person next to you. When getting on 
and off the plane, allow people time and 
space to stow and retrieve their carry-on 
luggage from the bins without trying to 
shove past them. Give people as much 
room as you can, and if they do need more 
room because of their body type, don’t get 
angry with them for something they can’t 
control—get angry with the airline, since 
seat widths and especially seat pitch (the 
amount of legroom you have) have been 
steadily shrinking over the decades. Ask 
yourself if you really need to put your seat 
back, and if the long-legged individual 
already cramped in behind you might 
appreciate it if you didn’t.
In the heightened emotional 
environment of a cramped airplane, things 
can escalate quickly. Just remember, your 
fellow passengers aren’t your enemies—or 
at the very least, they don’t have to be. 
In-flight courtesy goes a long, long way
 › Are you trapped in here with us, or are we trapped in here with you?
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Watch your fucking language
 › Don’t ask people to stop swearing
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
Swearing is a big part of who I 
am. It’s a great way 
to punctuate what 
you’re saying or to 
express yourself and 
your emotions, so 
why would I stop? 
Because someone 
asked me to? Fuck 
that. 
As a writer, I 
know how much 
power words can 
have. When I cuss 
it’s because I feel 
that I’m using the right 
word to emphasize what 
I want to say or give more 
weight to it. I don’t swear for the 
sake of swearing; there is meaning 
behind my profanities. 
Late and great comedian George Carlin 
once compared swearing to seasoning: “You 
don’t need paprika or oregano or a few other 
things to make a stew […] but you make a 
better stew. If you’re inclined to make a stew of 
that type, ‘seasoning’ helps.” 
If I want to pepper in a few cuss words 
into my conversations, there’s nothing wrong 
with that. However, telling others not to cuss 
when they’re around you is something I take 
issue with. 
I know a lot of people find curse words 
extremely offensive, which I don’t understand. 
Curse words are just words and they can’t hurt 
you. I think if you’re offended by profanities 
or the way someone talks, that’s your problem 
and you have no right to police what others say 
just because you don’t like it. 
You have every right to ask the person 
politely to stop swearing, but they also have 
every right to tell you to fuck off. If you don’t 
like what someone is saying or how they’re 
saying it, you can walk away. No one is forcing 
you to stick around and listen to something 
you don’t like to hear. Honestly, when people 
tell me to watch my language, it makes me 
want to swear even more. 
Another thing that bothers me is when 
people tell me not to swear because there are 
kids around. I don’t purposefully make a point 
to curse around children, so if I accidently do it 
then don’t hold it against me. With that being 
said, I don’t see a problem with a child hearing 
a couple of swear words now and then. If I’m 
having an adult conversation with an adult 
friend in an adult environment, of course I’m 
going to use adult language. I shouldn’t have 
to censor myself because a child is around. 
They’re going to hear it sooner or later anyway. 
People seem to get up in arms about not 
wanting to teach kids that swearing is okay, 
but I think as long as you teach your child 
about swear words and when it’s appropriate to 
use them, it shouldn’t be an issue. 
It’s not okay to police others’ language, 
even when it comes to swear words. People 
curse for a variety of reasons, whether they’re 
upset, angry, happy, or just want to punctuate 
what they’re saying. If people want to use 
profanity once in a while, or even a lot, it’s not 
your business to tell them to stop. Ask yourself 
if it’s really worth getting upset over words. 
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Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
With the growing popularization of drag in the mainstream, it’s been 
a great couple of years to be a fan of the 
art form. From watching new queens hit 
the scene, continually having a plethora 
of new seasons of RuPaul’s Drag Race to 
watch, and witnessing well-known queens 
like Shangela and Willam make it to the 
Oscars—it’s certainly starting to feel like 
despite inevitable scrutiny and judgement, 
drag is becoming recognized as a valid and 
meaningful art and practice. 
As drag reaches a wider audience, 
Instagram in particular is beginning to see 
the emergence of new, inspired queens. A 
few months ago, while searching for new 
queens to follow, I stumbled upon the page 
of a drag kid by the name of Desmond is 
Amazing. With an impressive 140,000-
plus followers, it seemed like 11-year-old 
Desmond had really carved out a space 
for himself within the scene. I decided 
not to follow him because at the time, I 
had mixed opinions about a child doing 
drag. A few months later clips of Desmond 
performing with Drag Race alumni and 
appearing on Good Morning America 
surfaced. As of now, it seems like he—and 
many other emerging drag kids—is on an 
upward trajectory in terms of exposure and 
opportunity.
While I’m happy for Desmond’s 
success, the more I think about children 
doing drag, the less I feel I can support 
them. It’s fantastic that some families are 
open-minded and encouraging when it 
comes to drag. However, given the nature 
of drag with all its oversexualized jokes, 
themes, and inherently adult setting—
most modern drag shows take place in 
bars—it doesn’t feel like it’s appropriate to 
allow a child into that mix and expect them 
to keep up with crass humour and jokes 
that they shouldn’t understand. Even when 
attending an all-ages drag show, I can’t help 
but feel uncomfortable when a drag queen 
starts talking about a Grindr hookup in 
graphic detail and there’s a preteen in the 
front row awkwardly trying to laugh along.
As drag kids gain more exposure, they 
are also attracting controversy. Earlier this 
year, a photo emerged of another popular 
drag kid Queen Lactacia posing with 
Violet Chachki—season seven winner of 
Drag Race—who was almost completely 
naked. Chachki was 
heavily criticized for 
posing for the photo, 
which was taken at 
the annual convention DragCon. While I 
agree that the onus was on her to reject it, 
the part I really take issue with is that this 
situation was even allowed to get that far. 
Plenty of queens wear next to nothing—in 
season seven of Drag Race, there was an 
entire naked runway theme—and it’s 
never been a problem when it’s in an adult 
setting. With drag, it’s better to expect the 
unexpected and nudity and sexuality are 
par for the course. 
Sure, a drag convention blurs the 
boundaries around whether it’s truly 
an adult setting, but Lactacia’s mother 
runs his Instagram and was the one who 
snapped the photo and posted it. Instances 
like this make me wonder how much of a 
drag kid’s path is set by their parents being 
superfans of Drag Race and it worries me 
that their drag personas might just be 
projections of their parents’ dreams. 
In a livestream a few months 
ago, Desmond is Amazing shockingly 
joked around about ketamine and even 
mimicked how to use the drug. While I’d 
say drug use isn’t something you should 
ever really joke about, you especially 
shouldn’t even begin to know how to joke 
about it as a child. I feel like even if his 
parents—who also run his account—go 
to great lengths to protect him from the 
presence of drugs and oversexualization, 
exposure to these aspects is inevitable in 
the industry that he is making a name for 
himself in.
It’s really inspiring to see families 
support their children to be their authentic 
selves, but the world of drag kids just 
doesn’t sit right with me, especially when 
that world overlaps and intersects with 
adult drag queens’ worlds. I don’t think 
that drag queens should have to tone 
themselves down or make their sets more 
family-friendly because of the possibility 
of drag kids being present. They are adults, 
in adult settings, who most likely didn’t 
intend to do family-friendly drag. It’s 
something as little as swearing or telling 
a story about a hook-up or a crazy night 
out—for a kid, none of that is particularly 
appropriate to hear, let alone be a part of. 
Jessica Berget
Opinions Editor
As I am writing this, I sit with my knees spread far apart, or in a position many 
refer to as “manspreading.” It’s actually 
quite comfortable and I don’t blame men 
for doing it. I don’t think manspreading 
is as big an issue as some make it out to 
be, but still, it’s important to be aware 
of how you take up your space on public 
transportation. Sitting with your legs 
spread out so that you take up more than 
one seat is not the politest way to position 
yourself in a public place. 
I find it hard to believe that the reason 
men sit like this is to assert dominance or 
because of patriarchal power dynamics, as 
some suggest. I think it’s simply because 
it’s more comfortable. Cisgender men 
have dicks, and as a consequence it’s 
uncomfortable for them to sit with their 
legs crossed or knees together. 
Some individuals and even local 
governments have heavily protested 
the act of manspreading. In Madrid, 
manspreading on public transit is banned 
altogether. In my opinion, this doesn’t even 
attempt to understand the real reason men 
sit like this, nor does it solve the problem. 
Rather, I think it just creates more issues 
by demonizing men. Not all men sit in this 
manner, plus some women even sit like 
this. It’s not a gendered problem—some 
people are just assholes. 
At the same time, it’s not fair to vilify 
all men who sit in a manspread position. 
Most probably don’t even realize they’re 
doing it. I know after a long day on your 
commute home, you just want to let it all 
hang out. I have nothing against anyone 
who prefers to sit with their legs open. 
With that being said, I also think you 
have to be conscious of how the space you 
occupy in public may affect others. I agree 
that some people tend to overstep their 
boundaries. 
We shouldn’t just blame men for 
taking up space on public transit. Women 
are sometimes also guilty of taking up an 
extra seat—for example, with their bags 
(I’m even guilty of this). I don’t see it as a 
gendered problem—it’s a spatial awareness 
and courtesy on public transit problem. 
Before you take up extra space with your 
legs or your bags, make sure that you are 
not taking up anyone else’s space. 
Manspreading isn’t that big of a deal, but it is rude
 › Everyone should be aware of how they take up space on public transit
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 › Kids should not be exposed to the adult themes in drag culture
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Humour
Have an idea for a story?
 humour@theotherpress.ca
humour // no. 15
• Blanket cape can ward off negativity 
and stress
• Cold-pressed juice the secret to curing 
every health ailment
...and more!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
While the Oscars were being held in Los Angeles last Sunday, local man 
Oliver Pennington was vocal and open 
about how he felt about the prestigious 
awards. 
“There were no good movies this year,” 
declared Pennington. 
The Academy Awards, which 
recognize both artistic and technical 
excellence within the film industry, were no 
match for Pennington, who has seen all of 
the Fast and Furious franchise. 
“Why is Lady Gaga in a movie?” 
Pennington asked. “She’s a singer. What’s 
up with that?” 
Despite his lack of film expertise, 
Pennington made sure to tell others exactly 
what he thought of the awards show.
“The Oscars are dumb and it’s stupid 
that people care so much about them,” 
Pennington told Other Press reporters. 
“Everyone at my work was filling out ballots 
and going to Susan’s party. I didn’t get an 
invite, but it’s cool because even if I was 
invited, I wouldn’t have gone anyway.
“People should have real hobbies, like 
my fantasy football league,” he added. 
When giving his film critiques, 
Pennington made sure to tell people about 
the one “Intro to Film” class he took during 
college. 
“The classes were at night, so I usually 
fell asleep halfway through the movie,” he 
said. “But I still got a B-minus. I’m pretty 
much Scorsese at this point.” 
Similar to how the Oscars ranks 
movies for awards, Pennington has his own 
rating system for determining a movie’s 
merit. 
 “Movies are pretty expensive, so I only 
go to movies in the theatre when I know 
they’re gonna be really good. An easy way 
to tell is if the movie stars the Rock or Vin 
Diesel. Those are both kickass names, so 
you know it’s going to be a real kickass 
movie.” 
Pennington wasn’t the only person 
making his thoughts about the Oscars 
crystal-clear. Vancouver local Richard 
Darvis also shared his thoughts with the 
Other Press.
“Why do they nominate such artsy 
shit? Why can’t they have any good movies 
in there, like Deadpool 2? I thought Ryan 
Reynolds was good in that. Or at least good 
enough to win an Academy Award.”
“How come it has to be movies from 
just last year?” Samuel Novak, self-
proclaimed “film buff,” asked reporters. 
“Why can’t my favourite movie Donnie 
Darko be nominated?” 
“Some of the films weren’t even in 
English,” said Gerald Rickson. “How am 
I supposed to understand them? With 
subtitles on? Then it wouldn’t be a movie, it 
would be a book.” 
When asked if he would watch 
the Oscars next year, Pennington was 
indecisive. 
“The dresses that all the actresses were 
wearing this year didn’t even show any skin, 
so there was really nothing there for me. 
I guess I’ll tune in if they make another 
Deadpool. Why wasn’t Paddington Bear up 
for an award? Paddington was pretty good.” 
‘Is that the film where the two chicks kiss?’
 › Man who has seen no nominated movies very opinionated about the Oscars
Roshni Riar
Staff Writer
Local researchers have made a significant breakthrough in the study 
of coping mechanisms of stressed-out 
individuals. 
“Through testing with control and 
experiment groups, we have concluded 
that when you are in the comfort of your 
own home and you affix a soft blanket 
around yourself like a cape, you are 
substantially more capable of warding off 
stress and negativity,” said Dr. Ash, senior 
researcher, in an interview with the Other 
Press. 
“People have been doing this 
throughout the ages. Who doesn’t love a 
nice, cozy blanket wrapped around one’s 
shoulders while you go about your errands 
and daily business?”
Research assistant Kristofferson Bowe 
added, “It seems like the blanket was a key 
that we’ve been missing. I was lying on 
the couch one night feeling particularly 
relaxed, looked down at the way I had 
wrapped my comforter around me like a 
burrito and thought: ‘Eureka!’”
Ash and Bowe began to draft the 
blueprint for the experimentation, unable 
to ignore the resounding possibility 
behind Bowe’s a-ha! moment.
“Essentially, we began this research 
because we wanted to know if there 
was some sort of viable psychological 
relief that compelled people to surround 
themselves within the soft fortress of their 
blankets. We gathered 100 people and 
split them into two groups: blanket cape 
wearers and the capeless. We observed 
their daily actions and interactions and 
slowly began to feed them stressful 
inputs over a period of three months,” 
Dr. Ash explained while pointing to a 
graph carefully embroidered onto a white 
blanket. Small embroidered capes hovered 
along the bottom of the Y-axis, labelled 
“Severity of Response to Stressors” which 
went up in increments of “unaffected,” 
“mildly disturbed,” “off-put,” “annoyed,” 
“stressed,” “panicked,” and “inconsolable.”
The team of researchers determined 
that the sensation of affixing a cape over 
the shoulders releases a flood of serotonin 
and dopamine into the blanket wearer’s 
brain, making it easier for them to deal 
with the negative aspects of life. The 
blanket triggers a chemical response in the 
wearer and acts as a shield that protects 
them from having to carry the burden of 
whatever stressor or negativity may be 
incoming. 
A subject in the experiment group—
who preferred to remain anonymous—
shared his experience while caped up. 
“It was pretty awesome, actually,” 
he admitted. “I felt super safe with the 
blanket on. Even when they told me that 
I had failed all of my midterms and lost 
the internship I’ve been waiting to hear 
back from, I felt at peace with that. It’s like 
the blanket took all that crappy stuff and 
bounced it back out into the universe.”
In contemplating how he will face 
those stresses once the experiment 
is complete, the subject didn’t seem 
particularly worried. 
“I’ll just take the blanket with me. I 
might even try taking it out into the real 
world. I could probably get away with 
stretching a shirt over it when I go to work, 
right? If I smooth out all the lumps, I 
don’t think it’ll look too funny.”
The group of researchers 
hopes to expand their findings 
and test the blanket cape’s 
capability in more stressful 
settings. Dr. Ash seemed 
hopeful for the future, 
sharing the possible 
directions of the next 
phase of study and 
research. 
“We’re trying 
to line up some 
experiments with the 
local longshoreman 
union. If that doesn’t 
go through, hopefully 
waste management is 
open to the idea. As long 
as the capes don’t get 
in the way of their work, 
I’m sure we can figure 
something out.” 
A cape to cure your ailments
 › Breakthrough finds that blanket cape can ward off negativity and stress
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Take this quiz to 
find out why you’re 
looking for the 
horoscope section
 › Yeah, I see you. I didn’t do them this week, okay?!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor 
Were you looking forwards to reading your horoscope this week? Well, 
tough shit! I’m getting a permanent crick 
in my neck from looking up at the stars, 
and a blotch in my right eye from staring 
into the moon for too long. Let’s get down 
to brass tacks—you’re looking for your 
horoscope because somewhere deep, deep 
down in your tiny little lizard brain, you’re 
looking for the answer to something 
that you already know. Let’s skip all the 
planet mumbo-jumbo for one week and 
take this quiz to find out what you’re 
subconsciously repressing!
Mostly “A”s 
There’s something big and stressful 
looming on the horizon (think test, exam, 
interview) and you’re looking for any sign 
that you’re going to do well. Well sweetie, 
look no further! You’re going to do great at 
whatever you’re doing—that is, unless you 
royally fuck it up. But you would never do 
that, right? Why don’t you check another 
paper for their horoscope section? 
Mostly “B”s 
Rent just came and went, and you’re 
panicking about the great de-equalizer: 
cash. Yup, you’re pinching pennies! 
Trying to take a peek into the stars and 
see if you’ll be coming into the green? 
Well, look no further because I’m here 
to tell you that I have no idea about your 
financial situation and how to improve 
it. Hell, I can barely take care of myself! 
Toodles!
Mostly “C”s 
Lost that joie de vivre? Join the club, bitch! 
You’re looking for a sign—any sign—that 
we’re not just ants on the lump of floating 
space rock that we call Earth. What really 
floats your boat? I can’t tell you that, but 
I can tell you that you’re never going to 
find it by sitting at home and reading the 
horoscopes in the paper. Get out there 
and do something, anything, before we all 
catapult into the sun!
Mostly “D”s 
Let’s call a spade a spade, reader. You’ve 
got it bad: A crush on someone that you’ve 
probably never talked to in your life. 
Trying to sneak a peek at your horoscope 
to see if they’ve got the hots for you too? 
Pathetic! Why don’t you do something 
worthwhile with your time, like fix your 
hair or download a dating app? Hey… 
you’re looking pretty good! What are you 
up to next week? ;) ;) ;)
Pick a travel destination and a reason why 
a) Paris, for the art
b) Berlin, for the music scene
c) Thailand, for the beaches
d) Spain, for the hotties
Pick a gym activity 
a) treadmill
b) stair climber
c) staying in the changeroom for 15 minutes on your phone and then calling it a day
d) opening Tinder and setting your distance to five kilometres
Which Sex and the City character are you?
a) Carrie
b) Miranda, but with better hair
c) Mr. Big
d) Weird Semen guy 
Your best friend texts you at three in the morning to tell you that they just got 
dumped. You: 
a) go see them right away!
b) console them over the phone for hours 
c) send a text
d) Do Not Disturb mode, baby!
You go all the way to a specific restaurant for your favourite dish, but they’re all 
out! You: 
a) get something else that the waiter recommends 
b) go to the next best restaurant nearby 
c) be a dick to the waiter even though it’s not their fault
d) DoorDash A&W to the restaurant 
Your boss texts you to come in on your day off. You have the spare time, but you’re 
feeling lazy. You: 
a) agree to come in for half of the shift time 
b) agree if you can give away one of your shifts next week 
c) go in and do 35 percent of the work that you would normally do 
d) I already said Do Not Disturb mode! Baby!
Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Consumers were shocked beyond belief last Saturday at Richmond 
Centre.
Why? It was revealed at a press 
conference that despite the name of the 
popular store, clothing from Forever 
21 did not, in fact, guarantee that the 
shopper would remain in a permanent 
stasis of being 21 years of age. 
“No one is shocked 
more than me,” said 
brand spokesperson Julie 
Morissette, 42, who at the 
time of interviews was 
squeezed into a lurid, hot 
pink bandage dress and lime-
green sneakers. 
According to 
classified company 
documents that 
were leaked 
online, clothing 
from the fast-
fashion brand 
primarily suits 
people from the 
ages of 13 to 20. 
“Anyone 
outside of that 
age range wearing 
clothing from 
Forever 21 will look 
dated and sad,” 
Morissette told press. 
“You will not look 
young, sexy, and 
fresh, like that 
one cousin who 
has two private 
Instagram 
accounts that 
she won’t let you 
see.”
“We’ve 
never claimed 
that our clothing 
suspends the age 
of those wearing 
it or reverts their 
age back to 
their early 20s,” 
Forever 21 CEO 
Jack Griffiths 
said to reporters. 
“In fact, our 
clothing often 
has the opposite 
effect—a woman 
just 27 year of age 
can age herself as 
much as 15 years by wearing this season’s 
trend of shirts saying ‘YOU’RE LIKE, 
REALLY PRETTY’ in rainbow Comic 
Sans font.” 
Consumers were shocked and 
appalled. Other Press reporters spoke to 
shoppers in Richmond Centre to hear 
their thoughts on the issue. 
“I’ve never felt so betrayed,” said 
Mia Davidson, 29-year-old paralegal. “I 
was under the impression that when I 
wore my multiple neon yellow, lace-up 
front, cold shoulder tops, nobody would 
be able to tell that I’m old enough to 
start getting a pap smear twice a year. 
I thought I could pass for a college 
freshman!” 
“When I wear my Forever 21 ankle 
booties and embroidered white T-shirt 
that says ‘Paris’ on the right boob 
pocket, I feel young and invincible,” 
said Samantha Dupliss, a 38-year-old 
mother of three. “It doesn’t matter 
that the shirt was already falling 
apart when I bought it, and that 
the 15-year-old girl working the 
changerooms was wearing the 
exact same shirt. I felt just as 
young and sexy as when my 
now-husband Paul knocked 
me up in the back of his 
father’s Jaguar.” 
Interestingly 
enough, those younger 
than 21 felt the 
opposite effect. 
“I can’t wait 
until I’m 21 and I’m 
allowed to pay my 
income tax,” said 
Daniella Long, 12. “I 
love to put on my 
spandex leopard 
skirt and pretend 
that I’m crying 
in the bathroom 
stall of my 
minimum wage 
job because my 
boss yelled at 
me, and I can’t 
quit because 
I’m trying 
to afford a 
plane ticket 
out to see my 
boyfriend in 
Montreal. He’s 
in an acting 
troupe and 
he’s definitely 
cheating on me 
with his co-star 
Dejan.”
Does 
this new 
information 
mean 
consumers 
will begin to 
boycott the 
chain? 
“I know I 
won’t be going 
back,” Dupliss said. “This is making 
me shift my whole mindset towards 
timeless, long-lasting clothes that will 
allow myself to show the real me. That’s 
why from now on. I’ll be shopping at 
somewhere more age-appropriate—
Brandy Melville.” 
Forever 21 does 
not guarantee 
looking forever 21
 › Where else can I get chemical-smelling, 
mass-produced horrible clothing?
—Daniella Long, 12
I can’t wait until I’m 
21 and I’m allowed to 
pay my income tax.”
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Isabelle Orr
Entertainment Editor
Last Tuesday, Vancouver local Daniel Friedreich revolutionized the healthcare industry for good. 
Friedreich claims that drinking artisanal, cold-pressed 
organic juice will nullify almost every negative toxin in the 
human body. 
“Every single unhealthy decision I’ve made in the 
past week is eradicated by the juice,” Friedreich explained. 
“When I had fast food takeout from two different places 
on the same day, it was canceled out by the juice. When 
I smoked an entire Juul Pod in a single hour, it didn’t 
matter because I had a juice. Hell, when I cheated on my 
girlfriend—juice. It’s juice all the way down.”
But it can’t be just any old grocery store juice. 
“It has to be in a glass bottle, and it has to have a name 
like ‘The Cleanser’ or ‘Powerhouse Seven.’ And it must 
be served to you by a blonde girl who did a yoga retreat 
in India and no matter the weather, has her belly button 
exposed,” Friedrich explained. “That’s how you know it’s 
the good stuff.”
Is Friedreich's claim legitimate? Other Press reporters 
spoke to holistic nutritionist Joel Braun for the inside 
scoop. 
“The more expensive a juice is, the more healthiness 
it has,” Braun confirmed. “Ditto with how bright the colour 
of the juice is. So green is healthier than red, and orange 
is healthier than green. Brown is the least healthy of all. 
That’s why chocolate milk is so bad for you.” 
Many of Friedreich's bottles came from Suck It! 
Juicery in Kitsilano. Other Press reporters spoke to Cindy 
Liniker, Head Juicetess at Suck It! 
“We basically take a tiny bit of nice-tasting fruit like 
apples and oranges and blend them with a bunch of weird-
tasting roots and fauna like swiss chard, driftwood, and 
murky leaves from public parks,” Liniker told reporters. 
“Then we put the whole mix into some really nice, 
expensive glass bottles that make it seem like the consumer 
is really getting their money’s worth. The whole process 
takes around three minutes, or half of that time if you have 
a fancier blender.” 
When asked if it demonstrated poor business ethics 
to trick consumers into paying lots of money for a subpar 
product, Liniker disagreed. 
“That’s the price of health,” she said. “Plus, many 
customers have allergic reactions to our juices, giving them 
bouts of diarrhea or causing them to vomit uncontrollably. 
And nothing sheds pounds quite like vomiting or diarrhea, 
I can promise you that.” 
Friedreich's research is taking Vancouver by storm. He 
hasn’t been the first citizen to jump on the juice train and 
he won’t be the last. 
“This weekend I went out on both Saturday and 
Sunday, had two hungover brunches, and finished the 
whole thing with a carton of cigarettes,” said local man 
William Parsnips, a fellow juicer. “And I was 
taking antibiotics the entire weekend 
for a recent bout of chlamydia. 
But I’m concerned about 
my health and wellness, so 
today I’m going to drink 
two bottles of organic 
juice, each around $22. 
It’s pricey, but I really 
care about my body.” 
Parsnips also told 
reporters, “I’m not going 
to recycle the glass 
bottles after.”
What will 
Friedreich do now that 
he’s conquered the 
mystery known as the 
human body? 
“Now that I know 
the secret to good 
health, drinking and 
smoking cigarettes 
have no appeal to me,” 
Friedreich said. “I’m 
going to go straight to 
the source—crystal 
meth. Followed by a 
nice carrot and turmeric 
juice blend, of course.” 
Cold-pressed juice the secret to 
curing every health ailment
 › Vegetables cure cancer, gout, ugliness
Nothing sheds pounds quite 
like vomiting or diarrhea”
—Cindy Liniker, Head Juicetess
Creative Works
Kshitij Verma
Contributor
My sorrows have been “nothing”
my happiness has been “nothing”
“nothing” may seem blank, empty
but I see that even things which seem blank are something.
      
“Nothing” is like silence
it can be deafening and
leaves me in a place with myself, alone. 
To be “nothing.”
      
When I feel nothing, I get overwhelmed,
seeing everything coming all at once. 
I feel burdened by the weights that weigh nothing
though, when asked, I reply with, “nothing.”
      
I might feel blank, but don’t even canvases seem blank at first
some days, in the empty pages, I still search
because emptiness pokes after a while 
      
When I feel nothing inside, I see the things outside and try filling the void.
But lately I have stopped looking outside as the things outside 
seem emptier than me.
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
Dear snow
Won’t you please go away
It’s cold
I find this not okay
I’m told
The winter’s nearly done
Behold—
This snow’s once more begun
This chill
Saps out all sense of fun
Until
This city’s overrun
Streets fill
With piles of greyish muck
And still
Our buses get more stuck 
Oh jeez
This season so does suck
I’d kill
To migrate like a duck
Come, please
Much-needed weather-luck
Don’t tease
Me with false springtime hope
I’ll freeze
This cold I cannot cope
Don’t drop
More cold, wet, white stuff, nope
Please stop
With all this fucking snow.
Just stop Absence
ComiCs & Puzzles
Weekly crossword: 
Under and over
Caroline Ho
Assistant Editor
ACROSS
1. Tub
2. Up to that point
9. Speck
12. Greek vowel
13. Nary a soul (2 wds.)
14. Single
15. Neither’s partner
16. Australia, colloquially 
(2 wds.)
18. Leave a mark on
20. Holiday drink
23. Before
24. Arcade game: __-Ball
26. Oculus Rift technology, 
in brief
27. Stretches of land
30. “Far out!”
31. Crisis situation, for short
33. Movement against 
sexual assault and 
harassment popularized 
in 2017
34. In addition
36. Disdained
36. Unfavourable
40. Offer a lower price
42. Slipped up
43. Functions
44. “Mamma __!”
45. Hunted, with “upon”
46. NW opposite
47. Number of Olympic 
rings
48. Donkey
49. Connect to
52. Giver-upper
56. Minion
59. Expert pilot
60. Regret
61. Masticate
62. Greek “X”
63. Fashionable initials
64. Curve in a coastline
65. Large weight
DOWN
1. “__, vidi, vici”
2. Particle
3. Waterproof covering
4. Implication
5. Lasso ends
6. Drags behind
7. Traveller’s lodging
8. Romanian currency
9. Evade
10. Universal donor blood 
type, in brief
11. Seabird
17. Necessary
19. Captures, as audio or 
video
21. Supervise
22. Canine’s warning
24. Abbr. for low-income 
housing
25. Measurement of purity
27. Superscripted symbols
28. Stepped down from 
legal duty
29. Repent
31. Tallest mountain
32. Joyous
34. 1604
35. Accidental omission
37. Stoat
39. Cartoon Network pal of 
Ed and Eddy
41. Dubai’s country (abbr.)
43. Bruce Springsteen’s 
“Born in the __” (1984)
45. Stomach
47. Revolutionary Castro
50. Body of peers
51. Burden
52. Chinese dynasty from 
1644 to 1912
53. Diplomacy
54. Reverberate
55. Guiding strap
57. Abbr. for Chinese 
currency
58. Him, en français
Weekly crossword: Under and over
By Caroline Ho, Assistant Editor
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23 24 25 26
27 28 29 30 31 32
33 34 35
36 37 38 39
40 41 42
43 44 45
46 47 48
49 50 51 52 53 54 55
56 57 58 59
60 61 62
63 64 65
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